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As our readert . g aware, the bill to nocept
League Island V.o qoynl purpoges pasged the
House of ROLT? gemihiives on Thursday last. We
present balr ;o thye telling and sppropriate
speeches o gur georesentntives from the Third
and Four ¢ Distriocte. The arguments put forth
by our f songressmen, Messrs, Ksuuayend Myens
had freat welgutl, and no doubt secured this
oo, to our eity, We will publishi (o-morrow
2 » gpeeches of Messrs, Thayer and O'Neill,

SPERCH OF MR, KELLEY.
Myr. Bpeaker: —1 congratulate you nnd the
Honse upon the et that the disenssion draws
20 & cloge—a divcussion which, fond us 1 am of
Y1he excitement of public debate, hus not been
Y a pleasant one to mr; and that, sir, because an
impression seeme 1o fiuve been ereated that toe

uestion was n mn-l{l local one, and that the
city of Philadelphis had special interest in its
settlement; and again, sir, because the debate,
in some part, has taken such a charscler as
eould not commund my admiration or that of
any man who believed that adherence to truth
graces discussion.

&ir, u8 1 gnid when introducing the bill yes.
terday, the city of Philadelphiy did not make
the tender of League Island to the Government
of 1ts own motion. In offering it that oity re

“#ponded to the call of the Goverument, whica,
having sent a commisgion forth to report the
best site for its purposes, had Leen advised that
this was it, and advised by il* commisslon to
urchase what s now offered asg n eift. The
Jovernment asked that its great needs might be
supplied, and Philadelphin tendered as & gitt
that which it sought to purchase. That is the
reintion of Philadelphia to this question. In no
wiher aspect 18 it & local question.

Inits simple form, Mr. Speaker, the question
s, will you nccept as a gift that for the want of
/which the country ie suffering? And before
deciding that simple questiou, before you will
permit the Government to accept a favor for
which 1t has been berging for more than
four years, before you will permit it to become
the owner of the web basin 1n which scores of
its veage's now lie, it 18 proposed that you shall
send out & roving commission to inquire
whether you can now or hereafter advanta-
geously estnblish naval stations at  other
fointn, and if so at what points; and on
he receipt of the report of that commission at
the next sesslon, or durivg the next Oongress;
to go through the same controversy which we
are now going through, and which the Thirty-
eighth Congress went through two years ago.
Now, [ ask the gentlemen whien they come to vote,
to vote directly upon the question at issue, which
18 whether the Government, while re'sining or
selling its present navy yard at Philadelphis,
may accept nine bundred acres ol land, and of
land covered with water, known 88 League
Island and the back channel.

Sir, the story of Baron Munchaugen is not
without value, With proper adcompanying
suggestions il may sately be put into the hands
of children, But 1 have never been able to
regard it o= an admirable model for Congres-
sionnl stalement and digeussion, and I feel that
the gentleman from Connecticut (Mr. Branp-
dtﬁw made no #light mistake when he mo-
delled his address ol yesterday upon the exae-

erations ol that satirical story. He told the
fouse that we offered the Government three
hundred acres of mud. Sir, the Coast Survey
spenks veraclously; and here (pointing to a
survey) Is its report from the coast survey ol
the nature and extont of the gift offered the
Upited States by the cily of  Philadelphia.
There i+ n body of five hundred seres of solid
lnnd which has been overgrown with huge
forest trecs, many of which still stand, and u
ehannel three hundred feet wide extending
from end to end of that five hundred aeve sland,
und the gift proposed by Philadelphia em-
braces both the island and chunnel from low-
water mark in front ol the island to the west
bank of the chaunel, including a sentry walk
on the main land, And he who will ciu cal-
enlate the number ot acres, and will find that
what the gentleman ocalls three hundred acres
ol mud containsg more than fve hundred neres
ol natural fast lnnd, and more than three hun-
dred acres of o wet basin, lor which any naval
untlon but vur own would give millious, not of
dollars, but ol pounds sterling. Sir, il cannot
but be well to have some regard for truth in
setting lorth the facts in the discussion of a great
national question like this.

It is gaid that the site proposed is too remote
from the ocean. And the gentleman from Con-
necticut, in the spirit ol Munchausen, spoke of
it as beivg more than one hundred miles from

' %he sen. Sir, it is bul seventy miles from the
sea. He gpoke of a steamer requiring four days
1o rench the sea from Philadelphia. Sir, ¢lght
hours i the time of the avernge passage jor
saval steamers and for the larger of the ordi-
nary steam cralt of the river from Philadelphia
10 the ofting ol the Capes,

Bir,fthe records kepl at the Philudelphia Hos-

ital and at the Merchants' Exchange show

at for forty years there has not gccn one
single day when the navigation of the Deluware
by sleam has been elosed or lmpeded by ice,
and 118 known to the commereinl world” that
vesgels take their supplies of water, with which
they sail the world around, from the Delaware
at Philudelphia. And, sir, that river supplies
m large district of Philadelphia with drinking
water through the public works of the ocity,
And yet gentlemen are gravely told that the
water there ia brackish, and arguments are
1eated upon an sssertion st which even a Phila-
delphiz lunatie would sneer,

ut more thue this, as il to stamp the insanity
Shat ruled the gemtleman’s hour, the House was
sibstantially wld 1hat the whole United States

' e in league azainst Connecticnt, and especinlly
& Wonst the quiet sen-side village of New Lon:
do "0 that when the ?unth-m:nn arrived here to
tal ‘e s seatin this Congress he found that the
Sta @ of Peunsylvania and the Navy Department
had Peem organizing a mevoment toexclude nim
frow \ the Naval Commiitoe of this House; but
that Be avercame that Stater and the Deopart-
ment, and achieved a commasding pesition on
the Nowal Committes; and wigh & want of gene-
rositoy and candoer for which [ hope, Me. Speaker,
he will apologize to you, createq’ the impression,
so far as his words could do so, that you lad
acted the parti-an, entered into thy conspimey,

‘-m'l appointed two members irom |ennsylvania
t? the Committee on Naval Affain. Sir, the
& ntleman, well fnformed and studioys of such

on. ters as he Is, must have known the! yoo did

but s oHow precedent in ihis particulur. ™ When
ou b, wawe Spenker you found that there had
o '@ member of the Naval Commlttee from

Philade),Ohin, and one from the vmey of [the

. in WYestern Ponnsylvanis. Hon, John 2.

Verree had been the member (rom Philadelphis,

and the gent. #man lrom Pitwborg, who now so

ably re of that distriet (Mr. Moorhead),
wae the other ¢ whom I reter, There
wee then fro™m New  England two

wembere of the Naval Committee—the gen.
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tleman from Moujpe (Mrp, Pike), and the gen-
tieman from  Massachusetts (Mr. Rice),
the sccomplizhed chairmen of the commitiee,
There were * wenty-seven members of this Hoose
irom New "gngland and twenty-four from Penn.
fylvania. The delegation from New Engiand nnd
the delgation from VPenmayivania, 2o unearly
equal gumerioally, each had two members on
that committee. Mr, Speaker, the gentleman
whe, thus reflected upon you, and who would
I gress the country with the conviction that he
14 the victim of & conspiracy, was added by you
to New Engiand’s two membera, while you gave
Pennsylvania only what your predecestor had
done—one member from Philadelphia and one
from the vuilef of the Ohlo, The genteman, in
the mldet of bls whining ovar the wrengs done
New England in his person, forgot that of mem-
bers of the Naval Committee, as copstituled by
vou, New England bas one for every nine mem-
bers, while Pennsylvania has one for bul every
twelve. Butihe geatleman seemed to be dis-
posed lo ron awtck against the world. He
scomed 1o have forgetien that parliamentary

roprieties were, or were llkely to be, regavded
Ry anybody when he thus assailed sou, Mr.
Speaker, for not having more Rromotly seen his
distinguished dtness Tor the Naval Committes,
and visited New London to invile him to acoept
a place upon it

Will it, as he neserts, inke #ixty or ninety fest
of piling to render that island suitable for the
erection of buildings? Commodore Torner, who
hié had charge of the island, and who nssisted
in bullding the fortifications at Fort Mifilin, on
the south bank of the Bchuxlkill, hall & mile
irom it on kindred ground, hae ussared the com-
mitnee that piles could not be well driven o the
depth ol thiity feet; that they would strike
heavy boulders at the depth of trom twenly-five
to tharty tect, The gentleman has aleo been
assnived by the officer of the Cosst Burvey Jde-
talled to superintend the boring of the Island
and report the resnlis, with the seientitie detail
of fuot, and with the results confirmed by the
statements of the proprietors of the heaviest
worke in I'Iulmll'!phlu. that League Island
would need no piling for any bulldings or ma-

chinery c¢xcept  under the trip-hammer:;
that you could build upon its surface,
without driving o pile, work-shops or

muchine ghops a8 extensive or heavy us any
known within the imits of Pennsylvania, Yet
in view of thege facts rong into his ears by honor-
able gentlemoen, he tells this House that League
Igland s & mass of mud upon which nobody
would think of building o barn.

Now, sir, let us look at what is proposed by
the bill before ns. I regret exceedingly that the
gontleman from Conuecticut would not permit
the gentleman from Wisconsin (Mr. Eldridee)
to offer hig nmendment. Bir, there i no thought
of mantaiming the present petty yard at Philo-
deiphia one duy after the material there accu-
mulaied can be transterred to League lsland,
But on this point let the Secretary of the Navy,
the author ol this project, speak for himsell, In
bis commumeation or May ¥, 1864, addressed to
this Houge through the Spenker, he said:—

fHaving in view economy, as well ag thoe publie
pnecessitics, I bave at no tme recommended that the
pumber ol our navy yards sbhould be fmeieunsed on
the Atlantic const, but it 15 my deliberate omuion
that no time shou'd be wasted in estabhishung at a
proper place a snitable yard where iron ships can be
mude and repalied.”

Aguln, in his anoual report of Dezember 5,
1664, he enid:—

“It hias never been the purpose of the Department,
in any of its »ugrestions or recommendutions, to iu-
ereast the number of our pavy yards, nor to alter
their local distribution, The yard which we now
have at Flulndeolplin is aitogether inadequnte 1o our
pregent or fulure wants, It was nproposed, there-
tore. (o subsiitute o new one on the Delaware, in the
vicinity ef Philndelphia. League Island, within the
limits of that eity, If adopted as o site, must gra-
duaily npeorb the works at the present yurd, whioh
would then be discontinvead.”

Hear his deseription of whal we want, which
aiter all s a desoription of League Island, and
all the advantages which it emboales:—

“A pavy yard, II' we have one for naval iron
work, should te established on f{resh water, for
this is essentinl to the preservation of iron ves-
sels, whiich canuot be jmid up 1% salt water during

ecace, Ready access to counl, lrou, and timber
& nleo lmportunt, for those esenbml  urticlos
should be always available on the mland waiers
withoutl exposure to an cnemy by constwise (rans-
portation, The vicimity ol a large aty, where
skilled artigans can be obtained without difli.
oulty, and the factllties ol markets and tenements
uro nbundant, should ve considercd, A foundation
of gravel would, for the purposes of machinery, be
preforable to stfone  An oxtensive water trontage
must nlgo be seenied. Foreuch a depot and estan-
hshment, where costly muchinery and material
would accumulate during years of peace, the advan-
tuges of nn interlor location ares most manilest,
1 hiege tavorsble conditlons are to be obtmined no.
where ¢ g0 8o completely as on the Dalaware river;
and the position of League Islund, within the limits
of the city of I’hilndelrhtn, gresents provably a
stronger combinntion of the points that are neees.
sary than any other loea'ion.”

Bot, sir, gentlemen say that the Secretary of
the Navy is not a solentitic man. Well, fhen,
let us turn irom bhim to une ol the most tho-
roughly scieniific engineers of the cmmtri'. We
sent the Chief Engineer of the Nnv?" Jepart:
ment, Mr. King, abroad to examine the naval
stations of other nations. We also sent him
along our whole coast to useertain the capabili-
ties of our own lend, What does he sy on the
question? 1 ask gentlemen who ingist on scien-
tite information to listen to Mr, King, when, in-
siructed by lus extended travel and observation,
he saye:—

“"For the location of sueh & vard we bave advan-
tages 10 our preat rivers not posscesed by any
Europesn untion, In an entirely eecvre position,
far from the sea,in fresh water, and within casy
reach of iron and coal, un iron yurd may be erected,
These advantages are weighty, and eannot be over.
e:timated, Sull we have anothe: ndvamtags; the
rite and il of our tides being comparatively o
small, wo do not require basin accommodations—the
most expensive of European dock-yard constructions
—all we need in this regara being s position aiford-
ing am ple whartage reom.

“Location does not belong proporly to the sub-
Jeol-matter of this report, but cannot be conmderod
votirely foreign ‘o it, beenuso 1t f& tho first and most
imporiout conslderation. Governwent officials in
England and Franee were free in exprossing their
opipiops to me, that sinee the Invention of guns
eapable of propelling destructive projectiles several
pitles, and the covstruction ot armorcd shipe, an
fniand location tor & great dook-yard becomos ulmost
imperative,

“Thendvaniagea ot fresh water for iron vessols to
lie in when repmiring and fitting ount, Is another
point to be considered ; for it must be remembered
that the adhesion of barnaoles, ovsters, and mussols
to the bottom of iron vessels, while Iviog still in sea
water, 18 rapid and excessive; in Tresh water Lhe
iron 18 entireiv free from them,

“Ihe Navy Yard in Phaladelphia does not covaer
a5 wuch ground as the basin waler urea in any one
of tha principal European dock yards; st has only
iwo eovered bwlcing elips, with the necossury
wood-work shops snd sterehouscs, wnd Is not pro-
vided with any stone dooks or meaus of repairing
stenm machimery."

I will nov weary the Houge by laying before it
the volume of such information, but will pro-
ceed to show why I think we ought not to adopt
the substitute submitted by the gentleman from
Conneoticut. 1t s, to borrow a legal phrase, a
mere dititory motion. It s entered for the purs
pose of delay, for the purpose ol keeping the
questicn open, a1 d compelling & compromise
between thore who do not think we need addi-
tional naval stations, and those who think we
ought to pul one where my Iriend frowm New
York (AMr, Dodueo) eaw the elty bambarded wich
the short-runge guns used during the war 181
That gentleman iells me that he was old cuouch
to gt with i lather on the family porch and
gee British veseols bomburd New London in
1812, And this motlon & entered to force a
compromise by which the Government shnli not
acqulie an onlarged station at Philadelphia
until Coneress copsents to build another one ne
that most expesed polot of our const,

While on thue guestion let me answer & gquer
put to my colicagie by the genvleman from I1li-
vols (M, Momton), whether there was not
danger thnt otr Jron vessels might be closed in
at League Istund by an enemy's fleet,  The very
fble pamphlct entitled “The Advantages of
Lengue j='angd," by @ New England man, which
bhag won the commendistion of Admiral Porter,
Commodore *tnbling, gud Commodore Turner,
snd indeed, 1 mag sny, ¢the dpproval of the whole
DHVY, Wiy Al—

“Durivg the las war with Great Uritain, Chesu-
ke by wanr biockaded by a Brdsh fest lylng at

yoot Haven Loy, cnd New

by moJWer oot iying 1o Gas

postrions are still avil able to an enemy for that pur-

o#e, but there 18 no anchornge st the month ot the
[kln are, or nearer than the Lwo plaens just men-
uoped, where an onemy's fleet of iron-gindn onn
anchor securely, 1ho dravshtol water of the foreign
{ron-elads # too great jor them to avehor penind the
Delawuro breakwater, Consequontly this rivor pos.
srspos nm economical advantagoe for a mavy yard
from iingeographionl mtion, which renders large
expenditros tor ficutions comparatively un-

“ .I
SPRECH OF MR, MYNRE,

Mr, Speaker:—My colleagues (Messys, Kelley
and <'Neill) bave €0 ably disenssed the subject
now under consideration; have so gtroagly pre-
sented the numerous advantages ol Leagne
Island for the purpoges of a national construct-
ive ship yard and naval depol for wooden and
iron vessele: the vast resources of the Siate of
Pennsylvania, empiying ne it were into lta own
lap, at Philadelphis, as rivers run to the soa:
that 1 shall not long occupy the time of the
House o adding some of the exhaostless argu-
ments in favor of this proposition. [ shall be
more than fortunate il-after this full discossion
1 may obtaln the sttention ol the House for &
ghort time; and etill more fortunate if T can pro-
duce, as | bope to do, some impression by the
renconings which are floating through my mind
ut present, and which convince me,

I now enl! the atiention of the members of this
House to the charncter of the Bill, and what it
enlla for. 1t is s bill “'to suthorize the Seoretary
ol the Navy to accept League Islund in the Dela-
wire river for naval purposes,”

An aitvmrt in made upon this floor to show
that it crealvs a roving commission, a loap upon
w hich to Lang various other propositions, and
thus diawing away your attention from the very
question at jssue, to effeet by indirection what
cannot be done directly. It ia true that the ac-
ceplance of Lengue Island 18 not 1o bhe perfected
until the board of ofiieers provided forin the bill
shall recommend 1. That was added by the
committee, 1 suppose, lor the purpose of satis.
iying the delicate and sensitive minds of eertain
gentlemen who, vear atter yvear, have been
throwing out slanders against this place, at one
moment alleging there was not suflicient depth
of water, al anolber that there was too much
ice there In certain seasons of the year, and who
have started objections ue t> the character of
the pround and the heulthfulness of the locality.

Now, I ssk the atlention of any member who
18 willing to vote directly for the proposition in
favor of Lengue Island while I stale to him that
the proviso =ays noihing more than that if this
commistion, on visiting this place, shall find
these objections to it well founded, then, and
then only, may the Boeretary refuse to accept it.
I should prefer to bave no provigo in the bill,
but m{ faith in the advantages of League Island
18 5o stropg I have no fear for the result, and no
apprehension, even, that the examination will
cange any delay.

1 learned yesterday, for the tirst time, that
the water of Leagune Island is brackizh, Sir, in
my disiriet—n district  whose ship-builders
plapned and placed upon the waters the New
Iromsides, a it type ol the workmanship and on-
terprise and success of Philadelphis mechaules,
worthy representatives of those who thirty years
ngo launched the ship-of-thedine Pennsyloama,
with, even then, one hundred thousand eitizens
of Philadelphin and one hundred thousand from
the surrounding couniry as spectators—I say
that in my district we have the Kensington
Works, whence a large portion of its cit.zens
obtain their daily supply of drinking water, and
they never betore heard that the waters ol this
stream shortly above League Island are brack-
tsh, In my boyih dayvs, when [ used to swim
near Red Bank, opposite to League Island,
drinking in many a_mouthful of water, I never
tasted or dreamed that it was brackish.

Still further, fifty thousand ships come 10 our
wharves and go out again every year—wooden
ships, too, the most of them. They lie where
the fee 18 more likely to be, where the water
freezes and the fce gathers more rapidly than
at any pluce below; yet they =ail up and out
yearly; and we never heard belore thar vessels
were locked up three months at League Island,
%0 thet in case of a war the vessels ol our navy,
il staltoned there, would be provented for that
length of time from getting at the enemy that
El“uht be ravaging our const. o much lor fact

0a 2.

Let me now call the attention of gentlemen
to another statement which hae beon made, snd
which might, if uncorrected, mislead members
who are glrangers to this spot and strangers to
the fncts of the case,. They bave heard Lthe gon-
tlemnu's reference to the wud and coze, as he
calls it, st that island, The gentieman irom
Connecticut knows how much ol truth and how
mugch of fauey there is in his statement, for he
has visiled the locality, In 1600 this {signd was
marked out on the maps, fast land; aod for years
and years there have been two hundred and
thirty-five aeres of solid land abont which there
need be no dispute, Granting to the gentleman
that, in referegee to the balunce of iy, or in
building the wharves, it might be nocessary
here and there o drive piles, a5 il has been
necessury to drive piles at every navy yard in
the United States—and on a gravel bed they
make & better foundation than Pook—egrantini
this, however, beyond all dispute we have two
bundred nnd thirty-five acres of solid ground,
which the gentleman pretends to tell this
Honke !s all mud and ooze—with all the sar-
caem lmparted fo a pungent wit and a tertile
imagination 1 have disposed of Iact No. 3.

Mr. Epeaker, 1 have often gone by steamer to
Cape May in six or seven hours, yet | learned
for the first nme yesterday that {t would take
four days to go from ague Island to the
ocean. 1 pass from the ﬁ.‘onnm:tit:m (e,
But even these fnle their inetlectunl fAres be-
fvre the generosity of the gentlemean’s amend-
ment and his holy horror of the necessity of
discussing the merits of any eite'in connection
with the present bill. Neither the raport of
the committee, who, with others ol this House,
speak Irom ohwrvution, nor the opinlons of the
most distinguished oflicers of our navy, nor
the statement of the Assistunt Becretary of the
Novy, nor the constant urgency of tho Secre-
tary himself, that we should adopt League
lsland as the site for & great national pavy
yaurd, have any weight with him; and the Seore-
tary 18 roundly rated because he has failed 1o
become sectional, or to recommend a stution
simply because of his nativity near it

We found a navy yard of sixteen acres with no
workshops which a Philadelphian is not ashamed
to show to strangers; with no more than turp-
Ing room lor a large wagon; with no proper
wachine shop or steam machinery for building
and repairing iron or iron-clud vesegels or rolling
iron plates; no capacity for casting ordnance or
building powerful engines; und instead of a
national foundry and workshop snd navy yard,
o place pot hall the gize of the Washington
vard, not & fourth that of Charlestown, not an
eighth of the Kittery, or a tenth of the Brooklyn
navy yard; while sbroad the private dock-yard
ol the bulder of the pirate Algbama is more
thon ten thmes as Jurge, and in Eogland and
France the ehiel Government navy yaurls cover,
cach of them, hundreds of sores of land in
extert., We found the second cicy of our couns
try with not o stone dock and & very hunlted
wilter (ront, or wharfage room, or acoommoda-
tions for building aud repairing wooden vesscla
even.  The question with them was, and it is
the question here =hall this ship building oity
have wore nayy vard room, and while we are
mving i, shall we not bulld a national establish-
ment worthy of the nuation? not an additionsl

sxurd, but by a transter (rom oue place to anot ey

with superior natural sdvantages and grester
area, erect ong which will ald us to delend oux-
telves, 1 necessury, agaist the navies ot the
world ?

It you will turn to “Lippincow’s Gaxelteer”
you will find the lollowing desotiption of New
London:—

“1It Is built on a declivity faoine the south and
cast. The site bolug considermbly enonmborod with
granlte rocks, it weas pot lwd out with sny grand
Fepulniity, though within a jow years mueh has
been done in the way of grading and other improve-
ments to oyoroomo the originml inequalities of the
surigoe," il

“Ihe original Inequalitios of the surfuce !”
And o New Loundon, with ité rocky sidos rising
from twenty, cometimes us bigh a8 one hudred
feet, did uot Improess anybody very favorably
alter they came to look st it for the purpose
of a navy yard such as we now desire, and the
gentleman noted sensibly in abandoning bis poet

ndon was blockaded |
t's bay, Belb these b rewtly unfavorible Cengress,

for a time, and endeavoriog, smid Lhe mwuny, lo
let iis defocis pass oot of the view of an sppa

1 have stated how It wase thal the sité of Phila
delphin oame to be’ sgonghi for this purpose, 1
have stated our national necessities in Lhis mat-
ter, our local wanis, which mean our national
want; thal scarcely an of the Navy ever
recommended New London, and none that 1
ever beard of recommended any one of these
other places so gratvitously added to the bill
The commission to which the gentlemnn
referred, said unanimously that for the purpose
ot an lron-clad Navy Yard, Lengue [slund was
preferable to New London, and one of the
officers of that commission has since sald that
he wins mistaken even in recommending New
London as far ae he went. Why was that mis-
take made? B, it was a very natural one, Al
that time the battle betwoen the Monitor and the
Merrimae had scarcely been fought, certalnly
not finally apprecinted. These old officers of
\he navy soarcely knew what it was to test iron-
clad vessels, nor bad they yet fully learned the
fong reach of our improved cannon. At that
time Fmiragut had not passed the foris near
New Orlesns and in Mobile bay; Port Fisher had
not been taken by Porier; we had not the light
on the sublect that we have now., And so esch
%enrllm advantages of League Island, and the
disadvnntages of the other proposed sites, have
become more apparent,

What, then, are the characteristics which
should determine above all others where this
additional navy yard room shall be obtained by
the Covernment ? At the mek of repenting what
has been befler said by others, T cannot help re-
ferring to the two great advantages which League
I=land poseesses, and which vone of these other
places alford, These are, fresh water and dis-
tance from the seu,

There bas beco s little book sent to each of us,
a very modest little pamphlet, advocating New
l.oudon, 1 soppose it was written by the mem-
ber of the last Congress [ have alluded o, It
snys that New London is as well mtunted as
Cherbourg, in France, for a national navy yard.
Well, this is a most unforfunate illustrntion. Be-
cnuse Cherbouorg is by the sea it has taken At y.
=ix years to busld |ts worke and lortitleations, at
a costof loriy millions for the works and twenty
millions for the detenses, even with the aid of
econvict Inbor—one bagin, the ‘‘arriere de flol,"
taking twentyiwo years to build. And evea
now It is admitted that with the modein long
range gung vessels nvight steam to within three
miles, lay outside the breakwaler, and perhaps
ruin If not reduee w, aldhough tier on tier of
casemates rige from the water bristling with
canuon,

Portsmouth 1s on the Channel almost oppo-
site, and the English hiave spent $50,000,000 to
extend and fortify it; serions arguments being
wade in Parligment that it most be sbandoned
on aeccount of ita proximity to the ocean—dve
or six miles—and not a8 near then as at New
London., When it was found thut missiles could
be thrown for miles, the British went twelve
miles up the Medway to build Chatham at an
enormons expense; the three main advantages
alleged in its favor being that it was not on the
coast, but the defenses of Sheorness had first to
he passed (aw it Is with ve at Forts Delaware and
Miiflin}, tbat the river could be protected [rom
the lunds on citber side, and chiefly that it was
an islund (St. Mary's) aflfording facilities for
wharlnge not on the main land,

I need scarcely go further. Brest taken by
the Britlsh ws Nelson took Malta; V'Orient, on
the Bay of Biscay, with its five hundred guns
troiled ready for sn enemy; Toulon, whose
approaches are stronger than Cherbonrg, yet
with twice five hundred guns and immense for-
tifications to delend, tell us we must build a
navy yvard where it can be defended at little cost
or be safe without other defenses than its ships,
which ma{run out from its docks, So mueh
for defensibility,

I admit here that whenever it can be shown
thbat we should build a uavy yard, such as is
proposed, within a few miles of the open sea,
and the reach of modern  ordnance; whan-
eéver it enan be shown that salt water is betler
than fresh water tor iron vessels; or that
the anite rocks of New London can be
cut down with little expense and be fitter
for » foundntion than hard ground, I will
vote for New London. We do not wanl this
site at Philadelphia celected nuless it is tor the
unlional benesit,

Philudelphia, [ belleve, has among her popu-
Intion & larger number of returnsd soldiers who
are ekilled mechanics than all the inbhabitants,
mule aud female, men, women, and children, of
New London. We have offered this island,
frec giit, cevsting over $300,000, to the Govern-
nient when it required and asked for additional
accommaodations, and it ought not to be refused.

The London imes continually eontaing ad-
vertisements, sometimes offering as much ns
£10,000, tor the discovery of some effective means
for keeping iron veseels as clean as copper now
keeps the bottoms of wooden vessels, upon the
condition that no patent shall be grauted for the
process, but shall be open for the use of the
Government and the public.

Mr. Jumes Beazley, the chairman of the 8hip-
Owners' Arsociation of Liverpool, writes, *“There
i enly the louling againgt the iron ships, which
noene of the patents yet get over; for when thev
do claim to hsve done g0, it was the action of
the tides in fresh water that had cleaned their
bottows,” as at Caloutta. For Calcutta trade
from ships answer best, and for that trade halt-
a«lozen iron ships to one wooden one are used,

One more reference.  John Granthawm, of Lon-
don, savs;—

‘Fouling is the difficelty with the Warror; it s
the incubus that 15 on the minds of us atl; that shy
golng to formgn o.imes, unless they ean go stral ﬁ
from one point to another aud into fresh luﬁar
rivers, most beeome fonl. "

Fresh water, then, for a siation Is second only
to delensibility, and Philadelphis was sought by
the Government becaure ol her fresh-water
stream, for in times of peace our iron-clad vavy
as well s our wooden navy, can lay there and
be cleaned withont any additional expense, and
without the loss to which these ships would be
subject at New London or auy eligible place
thug far presented. There §s an ingenious sug-
gestion i the modert New London pawmphlet,
namely, by * providing means for turiu;: such
vegeels outl of waler when not required for im-
mediate service.” Expensive as tlns would be,
the notion is not an original one, as Admiral
Spencer, in England, statcd wo April, 1804, in his
evidence belore the select committee or dock-
yards, He stntes that ss the bLottoms ol iron
ships not only corrode if not covered with a
couu‘!luml.inn, but get covered with burnaeles und
weeds even then, 't would be a grest advantage
to place on pontoons all the iron ships not
wanted for immedinte service; “tor,” said he,
“‘ng long as shipy’ bottows are of iron, and un-
proiecied from fouling as they now are, iron
ships can never be said to be ready lor service,”
No wonder the advocstes of New London
thought of pontoone, or proposed to bring /resh
wuler from & rezervoir “'at an elevation ot about
one hundred feel” (o (i1l docks, with for iron.
clads when not in =ervice,

Now, Mr, Bpeaker, I have been somewhat (s
cursive In these remorks  As Istated al the
commencement, the ground was well trodden:
the argumente were welluigh exhausted, But
belore I cloge 1 must again impress upon the
Houge what is upon my own mind and heavt,
that the bl now before the House asks for the
accepiance of Lesgue Island, not for s roving
commisslon, It simply provides that while the
Secretary of the Navy shall acoept this location
be must first be satisfled that the statemonts
which have been made with reference to the uns
suitubleness of that location are unfounded in
fact. We ot Philadelphin know that they are
unfounded, and bence we are not afraid of a
full and imrurliul nguiry into the facte, The
propostion is not for a roving rommission, nor
one to which an examination of other sites can
be appropriately attached, and thus postpove
perhaps Ull another Coungress, the demands o
our navy. Other places have heretofore been
exgmined and found wrmlm{z. I heg gontio
men, then, to recollect that in voting for this
bill 1hey vote slmply for the selection or this
site, provided competemt naval officers ghall
find that the charges against i are unfounded
or unimportant.

Gentlemen have had laid upon their desks
documents which show \hal a large pumber of
mongiors have Inin all winter i the back chax-
nel of League Island, and some of the laegest in
front of Leagoe Island, and the lee has not diss
turbed tlhem, 'l‘blf_ lee l.‘!!(_” not ‘au"nr thete a
wheh se gt the Phiiadelphia yard, and the gen-

tieman did not demur 1o the addition of four
acree to that yard,

Mud ! Why, sir, we heard of mud along the
Delaware frort before our city was extended;
but when wharves were bullt it was found that
there were ne mud scorctions. O course there
may be mod in the river sometimes, and it |a all
the better for the veseels that foat there,

Dravght of water! Why, sir, vessels like the

Cathedral, that could not get inla New York
in a storm, bhave come round and crossed the bar
ut Philadelphia, ae the Wabash came in and
went out, crossing the bar. It Is contended in
Europe that henvy dranght vessels are almost
uselees, The Great Kaglern ing hardly one dock
in England to which she can go. The vessels
of our own navy, the monitors of the Passaie
cinss, diaw only eleven and a half leet of water:
the wooden fron-clad const steamers and block-
ading vessels only twelve feet. The New fron
gides, the grentest succese of Philadelphia,
drawe sizteen feet of water, while the French
@iofre drawe twenly-eight, and the Britlsh
Warrdor twenty-seven, and they have fifteen
vepsels drawing twenty-six, twenty-five, and
twenty-four leet, respectivoly.  These conld not
follow wheie onr vesrels can go, up the Delaware,
8111 another advantage,
F Mr. Spenker, as has been well sald, Pennsyl.
vanin i# rich In her mineral resources, 1 do not
cure to go info sn examination of data or pazti-
culure, or to repeat what has been o well illus-
trated. Bhe manufactures ity millions worth
o' iron a year, She rends to market, principally
through Philadelphin, simost untold amounts of
cosd, Her fresh water is
there,

Philadelphia has shown herself more worlby
thion to have a just and handsome offer thrust
n#ide without cavee. I wonld not speak of her
teices during the war, for all bore i noble parct
equally in it. It is no discredit that the place
from which my iriend comes has only twelve
thousand Eupututlon, while we have near seven
hundred thousand, and sent one hundred thon.
gand troops to the field, But there were
good deeds done in Philadelphia, not yet for-
gotten by our soldiers who passed through it,
which might well make gentlemen pause who
confemplate a refusal or postponement of the
request made by her forjnaval and national pur-
pokes,

We have the iron, coal, wood, oil, fresh water,
detenmbility, skilled labor; all the requisites;
more, we helleve, than can ever be found com-
bincd clsewhere. At lenst let not these be s
drawback to our success, nor bring a single
regret if by this our get the city where liberty
wae first proclaimed to the nations shall become
one of fhe chosen gpots whence it may be de-
fended in all coming time,

COAL.
TRIAL

Her Jorests abound.

ONFE

SECURES YOUR CUSTOM.

WHITNEY & HAMILTON,

LEHIGH,
SCHUYLKILL,
AND BITUMINOUS

COAL,

No. 935 Nerth NINTH Street,

Above Poplar, Enst Side, (62

J A MES O'"BRIRN,
DEALER IN

LEHIGH AND SCHUYLKILL COAL.

BY THE CARGO OR SINGLE TON,

Yard, Broad Btreet, below Fitzwater,

Har constantly on hand a competent supply of the
atove superior Coal, swi'sble for family use, to
which he ealls the attention of his friends and the
publie generally,

Orders ieit at No, 206 Seuth Fifth ctrect, No. 22
Eouth Seventeenth street, or through Despateh or
FPost Office, promptlv attended to,

A BUPERIOR QUALITY OF BLACKSMIPHR'
COAL, 708

BENDER’S

COAL AND ICE DEPOT,
B, W. CORNER OF BROAD AND CALLOWBILL
STREETS,
Offers the celebrated West Lenlgh Conl from (he
Greenwood Colhiery, Stove, Egn. and Heater siso §7904

but ut 86 .50. Also, the very superior Sehuyiklil Coal,
fom & Reeverdale Collin y, Nut size, 86 All other

All Conl warranted and taken buck free of ex to

the purchaser, 1 not a8 representied. Also, the Coal for-
teftea It mot tull welgbt. 210 fm

MILLWARD & WINEBRENER.

WM, MILLWARD,

D. & WIAEBRENER,

MACHINERY AND MANUFACTURERS’
SUPPLIES,
No. 118 MARKET Street,

PHILADELPHIA, PA,
AGERTSE FUR THE EALE OF

Cotton and Woollen Machinery,

Dealers in Manufaeturers’ Supplies of cvery do-
soription,

Oak Tanned Leather Belting,
AND MACHINE CARD CLOTHING
_ Of best quality un_d manufaoture, __]jil&_&nm )

RkUBERT SHOEMAKER & CO,
WHOLEBALE DRUGGISTS,

MANUFACTURERY,
IMPORTERS,
AND DBALERS IN
Paints, Yarnishes, and 0lls,
No. 201 NORTH FOURTH STREET
4 16 tm N F, CORNER OF RACE
FALL PAPERS AND WINDOW SHADES
and Bl

nds.—Fino asortment slways on hand,

A'no Presentiva of Dawp Wal s in Dwell Paper
\he eountry-

Hangers scnt to all paris Y BU w
590 IMre* K. 116N, FOURTR Bireet, above Aroh,

ALL PAPER AND WINDOW SHADES,
B F.RALDERSTON & 50X,
92307

No Wt SPHRING CGARKDEN Sfroeet,
O U R NFXT GOVERNOR-CLYMER OR
lll‘;ri-'a\llg. .IT L"'F a%mn—-loaelhrr with tho
SNING TR YOuK CLIPPER, Eto.,
way be ebtalned an mulﬁ N'S NEWS-STAND
18 _C roer of i!z"?!.‘. TH awd O I!‘l'si'l‘ li_tmel*

IVHREE OENERAL AGENTS WANTEO TO

. aet I importape loeations for thie New Yore Accl
dental lowarance ll:l Aolivemen ctgoul nitdre s,
LLE Y i

u 19 FHANK C. N, Brapsh Wi 4.f
Vel Kireet. APBYY Mot T

WATCHE®, JEWELRY ETC,

¢~ LEWIS LADOMUg N
/DIAMOND DEALER &

| WATCHES, SRWELRY A SILVER WaNR, :
b\ WATOHES and JEWELRY REPAIRED. 4

N 302 Ohostant 5.

Owing (o the deciine of Gold, han made & grea
4 uotion in price of hisiarge and well apsoried stook §

Dinmonds,
Watohes,

Jewelry,

Silverware, Eto.
The public ars respeotinlly Invited to call and examing

our ttock before purchasing olsewhere, M
SILVER AND PLATED GOODS,
OF TR
Most Superior Workmanship,
- ‘1 AT THE ’

NEW STORE,
No. 704 ARCH STREET.

The undersigned (late of the famous Ro e
Manutaciuring Company ) respect ully ugno‘::«n:g'a
they bhave opened & new n?]d teantiini store for the
of SILVER snd PLATED WARE, at No, 104 Al.gﬂ
Strect. r long urerlﬁm Al manafacturers wnil
enable us 1o keop nothing but first-clase Qoods,
thore who may patronise our siore will find cur pisted
gocds far superior to any ever lmported, and our gun-
tomiers .y rely on the goods belng precisuly wling they

Are repreaented (0 be.
L) BOWMAN & LEONARD,

| WATCHES, JEWELRY, &o.|

MUSICAL BOXES. J

A full arsortment of atove goods constantly on
hand at moderato pricos—ihe Musical Boxes plaping

from 2 to 10 besuniful Alrs.

FARR & BROTHER, Importers,
No, 324 CHESNUT STREET,
Below Fourth,

@ G. RUSSELL & CO,, ﬁ
No. 22 North SIXTH St.,
INVITE ATTENTION TO THEIR FULL STOCK
oy
FINE WATOHES,
JEWELRY, AXD FANCY AND PLAIN SILVER-

WARE OF EVERY DESCRIPTION, (695

@ RICH JEWELRY

JOHN BRENNAN,

DEALER IN

DIAMONDS, FINE WATCHES, JEWELRY{

Etc. Ete. Ete,
Ko, 10 5. EIGHTH B1KEET, Philada,

11 llsmthérp

D2
— i ’

GROCERIES.
EA8 REDPUCED TO $1, A N
Tea Warehouse, No. 418, 8:(:081)1:!&1!1.“3“'3

OASTED COFFEE RELUCED TO 4 5
:t INGRAM'S Tea Warchionse, No. 438, ugcg%

Birec

C. BEET MILD COFFEE, AT ING
4 Ten Warehiouse, No. lus.suéox?)smN AN

YEAS AND COFFEES AT WHOLESALE

rices, at INGRAM'S Te r .
EECSN]} é“‘l‘tv Ty them, & Warchiouse, No, 42 d,

II!EEIg (?'i'!’I;l:}"hES“ 'ER}}M 22 TO 28 CTS. A
SECORD Street. Try them T | renaus, !:ul.“;‘sna.

- LIQUORS.
CHESNUT GROVE WHISKY,

No. 215 North THIRD Btreet.

Ir anything wes wanted to prove the absolute purl
ol this Whisky, ithe twliowing certificates shounld do if.
There s no alcoholic Buimulant knowo ¢ ing sao k

eCLmLnoation | "'1'.' such bigh umlscuz— N

HILADELL H1A, Bopte

We bhave oarefully fested the sam pf;‘ of CHW'U‘!

GLROVE WHISBKY which you send us, and fnu that i

CORTAINE NOKE OF THE FOISONOUS SUBSTANOR o
¥UBIL O1L, w hich is the characteristic aod Wjarfons s

gredient of the "h'ﬁ‘ﬂ" 'n“(lllir{ll%?'l‘ & CANAD
' Aualytical Chemists

Kiw Yorx, 8B b Ly

1 Lave esonlyzed a sample ot "CH gmt.'-gl!.ﬁlkﬂ
V¥ HISKY rccelved from Mr (haries i ..5
Fhiladelphin: snd having careiolly tested i, l'q
plensed tostete that it s rnllrei; FREE FiiOM POIRONOW
OR DELAFEVNIOUS subslances t 18 an anusunlly

ana Une-fiavored quality of whisky, e
AMES it (RILTON, M. D.,
Analytionl Chemils

Bosrox, March 1, 1459
T have made & chemlenl analysls of com
ples of CHESKNUT GHOVE WHISKY, whﬁh pr:’vg

to free from the beuvy Fusll Olis, and perd
unadulierated. I he fine fpvor dtﬁls’#hlﬁ’h’m
ftom the grain wred In manafacturl
Respeetinlly, Ar A HAYES, M D,
Blate Assayer, No. 18 Boylston street.

For raie by -nml,demliu:n.m bhotie s N N
THIRD Street l’hll_adulnhla i s ﬂ“

M. NATHANE & SONS,
IMPORTERS

BRANDIES, WINES, GINS,
Ete. Bto.

No. 19 North FRONT Street,
PHILADBLPHIA,

MOARS NATHANS,
HORACE A, WATHANE,

ORLANDO D NATHANS, 110m

FSTABLISHED 1798

A.B. ROBINSON,
Freneh Plate Looking-Glasses,

ENURAVINGS PAINTINGS, DRAWINGS
Manufacturer of all kinds of

KIC

lLooking-Glass, Portrait, and Plo.
ture Frames to Order.
No,

810 CHESNUT STREET,

TEIRD DOOR ABOVE THE CONTINENTAL,

FHILADRLYGIA, 816§

NATIONAL

BANK OF THE REPUBLIC,
Nos, 809 and 811 CHESNUT Street.

(Organized under the “Najlona! Curreney Aot' Maich
30, 1804,) !

A regular BAKKING BUALN BSS (ransasted
DEPOSTA reeeived upan the ot Litera! turma
Fepesial aiention given (o COLLEQITONS, (07 Mt
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